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Tothe READER. 
Year of my Age, that thi 
following 1 reatiſe ſhould bd - 
|  KRe-primtea, that they may 
|. ſee what my ſelf, with on 
Antient Friends, beld -in 
the Tear 1663. _ 


' JOHN CROOK 


Hertford, the 30th of 
the roth Month, 
.. A698. © 5 
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_ PER PORE THY TE Oni; j 
Truths Principles; i| 


.OR, 


Thoſe things about Dofrine and 
Worſhip, which are moſt ſurely 

T Believed and. Received amongſt 
the People of God call'd Quakers. 


ANY are the Reports that 
are abroxd concerning * this 

= People, not only asto their 
Practices and Deportments, but alſoas 
to their DoErines and Beliefs. , The 
former, time having in a'great mea- 
ſure refolved and wora out, as being 
the Refuge of Lyes for the Tgnotant and 
Unrighteous to flee unto ;* but "that 
| formy and wintry Appearance'is well —&— || 
| bigh over and. gone, becauſe the Sun is 
J{ofar riſen, e2d'tht rrve Light ſo fhineth, 
that moſt bep n to ſee, that thofe Re- 
J ports' were” but©Lyes atid Scandals, 'y 
Ws > A 3 raiſed ld 4 


C6?) 
raiſed as Fig-leaves to'cover the naked. 
neſs of other Profeſſions, that begun 
ſo manifeſtly to appear, through the || ,, 
Light that ſhined. in theſe roo: | 
Lew awae Converſations, But tho 6G 
the firſt be gone, yet the latter F or 
ſticks 'with many, as not knowing I ar 
what they hold, as to Doctrine, ſome |} & 
ſaying, They deny the Scriptares, 1 9, 
the Reſarrection of the Body, and 

Ordinances, with the' Man Chrift, and w| 
_ tis Death Fr Sufferings, and ImPpatas ſo! 
 70n of . bis | Righteogſneſs,, «na Faith in (6 
his Blood, &c. Wherefore, for the [pj 
latisfation of all that would willing- th: 
ly be .rg{glved, and know the Trgth Y:hs 
as it. Fs.4n. Telus... I have written this Nis 
ſhorg.. Acgount. of theig-;Faith ang: Be: | wt 
lief; and if it were-pofſible to ſtop fÞ v1 
the Mouths of Clamoyraus Tongues, fl E: 
befare Sciitence be given againſt them || c, 
by . ſome. Ggnal Stroke: of .the Lord fl |: 
trom Heaven, which he. wall undoubt: Nl zi 
edly,..in, his appointed; time, .feveal f onf 
and gas manileft, to the Trepbl;ny 
of all "Hearts concerned. therein, ., and 
Tinghin of - all Ears. that. ſhall. hear al 
thers hn hen at ally {aid aptp theth 


Get Bo ks, ne. Eg 


SS; 
The Holy ſhalt.be. Koly-ftill, and he that | 
is Balrhy; Jet: hind. be Hire wr | 
£22. 11. 
= We believe, 'Thiit the God: of al 
Grack hath given a Meafure ofiGrace; 
for fore Mavifeſtation | of his ' Spirit, 
and' Light thereof, ufito-all Men, 'ac- 
cording unto theſe Scriptures, John x. 
9, Titas'4. 11. /#Cor;1 2; 75 Neh. 
9, 20. and Experiences of all-Men; 
who ( at ſome time or:other )"'do#feel 
ſomething in their” Hearts ad Gox- 
 B ſciences,* that doths luſt% againſt he '| 
Fleſh, and the+Bleſh againit? Ir, and 1þ 
* that theſe two are contraty: thecoxr to it 
| $:be orber; one Tuſtibgraſter/ Evil, which 
is Evil; -and- the-other” after (Good, 0 
* | which is Good ; © theivne Carnal, this 1] 
other: iritual'; ; the=one from! the 
Earth, he-other” Arone: pep "Gal, 
5 F 6, 0 (14 apa Po *, 


| 
| 


} 

© l 

If" We believe, By this Gif Grzce; | 
i; Inſpiration of- he:Almight hty;” Marr i} 
only-*can "tome :to'! know! ee true God | 
| truly rwhatihe i 15; and: how he works 'n 
| 


in the Hearts and'Conſeiences' of Peo- | 
Yple,'co Repenerate': cher,” and make i | 
1 fbemt bearthis Images -avcording unto 
4 | A 4 x Cor, 


(5) 
Cor. I. 19, .20,.21.. Luke Jo. 21, 
and 'Experiences\of all that ever \'were 
RegoueFete ana Born again. ..: 

We believe, 1That all the Errors 
and Miſtakes: ahout God, and: the 
things relating te. his Kingdom, ſprang 
and aroſe from;Megs- wandering from 
this Gift of God; \into their own Ima- 
gJinations ;- whereby, though - the 
rhoaght themſelues. Wiſe, yet: they ;be- 
came Fools,” and! erred, #thezr. fooliſh 
Hearts being axrkened, | according . to 
Rom. 1. - not iknowing the Scriptures, 
4ar-the; Power of God; as It is Written, 
Hats, 225. 2964160) | 

{ We believeand: kihowys That: this 
Gift and -Gracezof God appears inand. 

' unto all. Men, that: all may} be with: 


out. Excuſe, ccflag for the Evil; and 


excaſing. for the: Gaod, according - to 
Rom. 2. 15, 16, ſhewing ugto Man 
mhat-is Good; ant} reproving of him in 
hisown Conkclence tor the Evil; whes 
ther Thoughts, Words--ar , Deeds; 
2nd that: this! Reproof of Infiyacton j 
the, way of - Lifez Prov. 6. 234511 | 

We believe. Thar, as the, 574 Goh, 
and, Eternal Try is > naw: only: by 
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(9) | 
the Light of. this Gift and Grace 
according unto the- Scriptures, from- 
which' Light and Spirit of God came 
the Scriptures, both of the 0/d and 
New Teſtament, as it'is written, 2 Per. 
r.. 21. So:can they oy I read, as - 
truly ito. be. believed, fulfilled and pra- 
fFiſed, in the Light and Power of the 
ſame; and all that are 'out of this 


- Spirit, muſt needs be Janorant and 


Unlearned in the Apoſtle*s 'Senſe,' who 
wreſt the' Sctiptares to their own Dee 


ſtruction, as'w is written: For Peter 


and. John. were unlearned Men outs 
wardly, at knowing: Letters, but-in- 


wardly. read in the knowledge of this 


Light and Spirit of: God; and' wrefled 
nat the' -Dcriptures,;: As 4+}. 
2 Prog Gt > hig oft 4 doum 

We beheve; according. to the Scrip- 
tures, > Cor. 4. 3. that: wherefoever 
the Power of. God is not known with- 
in, therei the- Goſpel''ss hid and un- 
known »«wtv. them: that: are loft, ' itt 
wham the God) of this World hath blind- 
ed- the Minds of. them that believe not, 
left the Light of the glorious Goſpel of 
Chriſt, -mbo''is:the Image of God, ſbould 


ſvine 
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(10) 
ſhine unto them, and God ſhould heal 
them; becaule it is only by the Light 
of Chriſt, #he Power of God, that the 
Creature=comes truly to ſee himſelf 
in -his loſt and undone State ; . from 
which ſight ariſeth a true-Senſe. in 
the Heart of the Creature, that-makes 
him ery out -of his Wretchedneſs, by 
reaſon of the Body of Sin and Death, 
which - neceſſitates him to look out 


for;a Saviour, whom God manifeſt- 


eth. in and. by the ſome Light, #hat 
ſhines in the Heart, on purpole to give 
the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory 
of.. God. in the '. face of Jeſus Chriſt, 


God's Image, whereby God: healeth 


the Soul: And: therefore doth 'the 
Nevil,- che. gad of. the World, 'ſtrive fo 
much by the gifts of the : Pleaſures; 
Profits, - Vanines, - and Lufts that are 
in the "Wovld, which he: preſenteth 
to:Men and; Women now, : as he did 
to;Chrift,..in the- Days'of his Fleſh, 
when-he ſhewedto.him arhe World, 
with its Glory. which: Gloty"is, The 
Enft of the Flefb, the. Faftof: the Eye, 
and the Pridecof. Life, whatever'\may 
make: this Like happy-(as\it-were tm 


' 
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42S 
the things that may pride it, or lift 
it UP to fit as Qycen: And as Men 

and Women take and receive theſe 
Gifts from the god of this World, their 
Minds arebhaded, becauſe they believe 
notio the Light, which ſhewerh them 
the Vanities of all the Gifts of the 


god of. this World; which Gifts, the 


Devil knows (if they be received 
will {ſo blind the Minds of them that 
receive. them, that they will- ng 
come to be ſenſible in the: true Light 
of their loſt Conditions, | ſo.as. to cry 


unto. God from. the deep and true 


{gle ;. for then God ok of the depths 
of 'his .Loye and. M 2; £0yld nor 
but . heal them: Fr : 5 Re leſt 
thy true Light ſhould ſhine, avro "them, 
0 give them the ſenſible Knowledge 
of themſelves, . Aid God: ſhould Fo 
them, the Devil (as god of theWorld, 
by the things of the World ) endeay 
vours. to . klind the Mind..( not the 
Brain: know ets, but the Heart: ſeel; 
iog Seoſe within in the Mind ) leſt ha 
Light. within ſhop ald ſo Ws 'as God 
lbguld heal. ogy and-all. th 
ingogt. Satan, With, his Gifts, are but, 
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( 12) 
to blind the Mind within, left God 
ſhould hea! the Soul, that complains 
to him from the true fight and 
ſenſe of his Miſery, as in himſelf. 


By this Grace and Gift within, | 


we believe, That zo «s '( though in 
"the World there be Lords many, and Gods 


Father of our Lord Jeſus C wb Wit» 
_ nefſeq within Man only by the Spirit 
of Truth, that manifeſts both the Fa- 
ther and the Son; and theſe Three 
are Oze, and agree in One; and he that 
Honours the Father, Honours the 
Son that proceeds from him ; and 
he that denies the Spirit, denies both 
_ the Father and the Son, and 1s Arti- 


Chriſt ; 'but he that believes in the Spi- | 


Tit, and is led by g, 1s the Son of 


God, Rom. 8. 14, As many as are the. 


Sons of God, are led by the Spirit of 
God. © x Sh Io 


We believe, The Scriptures bear 


witneſs unto, and teſtifie of Chriſt; 
but they fay, The Witneſs 'of God 15 
greater than them; the Spirit it ſelf. 
bearing witneſs with our Spirits, that 
we are the Sons of God, For it 1& _ 
1986 
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(13) 


the Scriptures without the Spirit, nor 
the Spirit contrary to the Scrip- 
tures, but the Spirit's diſcovering the 
Will of God in the Heart, or open- 
ing of the Scriptures in its own time 
and cy and not. in or by the Will 
of Man, but as its ſelf-pieaſeth ( who 
ſearcheth all things, even the deep 
things of God, and manifeſts them 
unto the . Soul ) which . giveth the 


 perfeft, ſound and ſaving Knowledge: 


For,. faid Chriſt, The Spirit ſhall rake 


of mine, and ſhew them unto you: And 


as holy Men gave forth the Scripe 


tures, 2 Pet. 1. 21. fo holy Men, and 
they only, come truly to underſtand 


them; and. not proud or . ungodly 


Men, becauſe their Hearts and Lives 


| | do not anſwer the Hearts and Lives 


of thoſe that gave them. forth, as 


_ | Face anſwereth Face in a Glaſs. And 


this we believe to be the \reaſon, 
why fo long Preaching ( by Men of 
Corrupt Minds, who have and do 
handle the words aeceitfally, for /elfſb 
Exds and filthy Lacre's ſake) hath 
brought forth ſo little Fruit, and 


been to ſo little Purpoſe, except to 


their 


(14) 
their Parfes and Bellies; for had they 
believed, and therefore ſpoken, and ſtor 
in God's Coutiſel, they ſH6uld have pro- 
fited thetr Heaters, Jer. 23. 21, 22, 23, 
fo the end. LE | 

- Throngh this Gift, we believe, 
That Chrift Jeſts ( the Son of God ) 
was manifeſted in the Fleſh, in the 
fulteſs of tittte-. And this we kriow 
by the ſame Spirit, A which our 
Fathers - believed he fhould corrie, 
ard Abrtham ſaw his day; by the 
ſarfie do we believe he is come, ard 
do ſee his day; as alfo by the Ptg- 
phets #tid Apoftles Writings, which 
two-fold Cord is not eafily broken, * © 
We believe alfo, zccotding. to the 
Scriptares of Truth, That this fame | 
Yeſns bath NOS exalted, antl gl. 
ven him: a Name 4 ove twery Nah, | 

that whoſoever believes in him, ſhall not 
perifh,: but” have Everlaſting Life; atid 
that there 15s not another Nathne where- 
by Man can be ſaved, than this Name 
of Jeſus Chriſt; nor is Remiſſion of 
Sins to. be. preached by any. offier 
Name.” 'But as we do not believe 
that the Outward Letters and o_ 

es 
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(15) 
bles are that Name, that are to bg 
bowed unto by the Outward Knee, 
no more than the Letters or Syllables 
in the Words God, or Spirit, ſeeing 


, the Scripture ſaith, Unto God, who 


is a Spirit, every Kee ſball bow, Iſa. 
45; 23-: But that Name winch Saves, 


1s the Power: and' Artn of God, thar 


brings Salvation from Sin,. and makes 
every Soul that names: it,\ to depart 
from Iniquity. Fhis is that -Name 
which 'was preached, and which: is 
preached . through Faith, (in which 
Name Remiſſion of Sin 1s obtained : 
Therefore- was the: Outward Word 
Jeſus given him, -as his Outward 
Name ; Thou ſhalt call his Name Jeſus; 


for he ſhall ſave his Peaple: from their 


Sins :[. Mark ] for he; fall ſave, 8&c; 
So that which Saves, :is- the Name; 
whichr is. td be believed in, which is 
that Arn of God that brings Sal- 
vation, 'when no Eye pities, neither is 
there any; to help; the Power of God 
that then. Saves, is that. Grace that 
comes: from the fulneſs: of. Chriſt: the 
Saviour !: ., And without this Vertue, 
Chriſt and Je/as are but empty Names, 


1 Cor. 
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(16). 


1 Cor. 12. 3. 'No Man can ſay that 


Jeſus 1s the Lord, but by ' the Holy 


Ghoſt. 


died- for, or becauſe of Sin, and Roſe 
again for the Juſtification of thoſe that 
believe in him, as well: as to mani- 


. feſt to all the World, that he was 


the Son of God, and that: he thereby 
ſpoiled Principalities and Powers,” and 
triumphed over them openly, : and -led. 
captivity captive 1n. his own Perſon ; 
yet: we believe and know, by his 


Grace 1n our -Hearts,'' that as his 


Name Yeſus, without -Vertue and 
Power, - 15 bug -an empty Word; ſo 
his Dying, without Man's Conformi- 
ty to his Death, or-being planted in- 


to the likenefs thereof, or- being cru- 


cified with Chrift (as faith the Scrip- 


ture, Rom. 6.2, J, 4, 5, 6. Gal. 2. 20.) ' 


will not profit: Man, as to the Salva- 
tion of his Soul, no more than the 
naming of his Outward Name ( Feſ#s] 


doth at this day+ make People ro de- , 


part from Iniquity. For we. believe, 
and are ſure, that Man muſt dye In» 
wardly, as well as Chriſt died Out- 
wardly 


We believe alſo, That this Jeſas 


pr 


(17) 
wardly  ( and muſt; be: put to Peath 
in his; Fleſh, -as Chriſt was).,in- his-; 
| For:he ithat is in the Fleſh, cannoi,gleaſe 
(Goa, Rom. 8. 8. neither ceaſe t Y.078 
Sin; but he that is; Dead, \#5 freed from 
$:n, Rom. 6. 7... And yet Mag's Dy- 
ing unto Sin, and the-Root'and:Prin- 
Feiple, of it in-himfelf, is-ſo-far from 
making void. Chriſt's Death..jn his 
own--Perſon,::that it eſtabliſheth it. to 
all thoſe ends:and purpoles,ffor; which 
It 'was intended of the Father... As 
the: Cures: which the Phyſician doth, 
manifeſt - and: eſtabliſh his .Skill and 
Ability ; ſo: doth Man's. :Dying. unto 


Sin and Self,; and Livinggunto God, 
manifeſt and-eftabliſh th& Yertue and 


grower of - Chriſt's Death::- For -as 
IMan manifeſts; his being riſen with 
Chriſt, by 'his ſeeking the things that 
Fare above, Col. 3.'1, 2. ſo:doth he 
manifeſt his Knowledge of the Death 
of Chriſt, by: his being cracifiad with 
Chriſt, and bearing about in. his Body 
ihe Dyings of the Lord Jejes ; for as 

it is not an outward Belief, gather- 
ed from rhe Letter, that will change 
the, Heart--and Life . ( though the 

| B Judgmenc 


(15) 

Judgmet /afid Opinion it may ) [os 
it Hot'a' belief from the. Hiſtory; or 
Letter" only, that can give Man-'a''ſa- 
ving. Knowledge of the: Death» of 
Chriſt;but hemuſt have the ſame Glory 
and Power of the Father in' meaſure, 
working5in him there, to begert Faith 
in- his 'Heatt, that he may believe un- 
to Salvatibn' from his 'own Filthineſ 
and' Righteouſneſs, as well as confeſs 
with-his 'Mouth, Rom. 10. and muſt 

have that - Spirit 1n hint quickening /hi, 
Mortal ' Body as well as'to believe that 
it was'#n ©Chriſt, and raiſed up hin 
from the' Ddad, Rom. 8. ex. Andthif 
Man, 'whg@Fer he be, Bond or Free, 

that thus believes the Death of .Chrift, 

and' its SatisfaQtion' to God, as well 

as its Uſefulneſs ro Man, cannot make 

it void,: nor- divide It and its Vertu 

upon the': Soul that -thus knows it 

but will ſay, here is a Dying Mal 

witneſſing the Death of Chriſt, and n6 

vertheleſs the ſame Man Living witl 

Chriſt,and concluding,it Chriſt had no 

died, Man muſt have periſh*d in his Sn 

this being the Way found out by Gol 

© recover him, whereby- he know! 

= Chr, 


(19) 
Chriſt; and him Eracified,” *and what the 
r Preaching of the Croſs of Chriſt is, which 
+ Nis Footiſhneſs to them that periſh,” Þut'to 
f ' themthatiare ſaved, rh*Wiſdom of. Gon, 
6 and the: Power of Goi,*4 Cor. 1.18." 

e | By this Gift of Go@'i im our Hearts, 
6 | we etavy: believe,” Thar Chrift' Je- 
N- F ſus Roſe. "again from the Dead, accor- 
ſs diog unto'the Scriptures, and 'Sits""'at 
1 God's Right” Hand in 'a Glorious Bo- 
ſt Ydy ;and'we believe that ovrlow Eftates 
bs and humbled Bodies, ſhall be: mae 
it Bite to Vis Glorious" "Boay, throzgh 
the working of bis Mighty" Pap! wheres 
by he is able to bdies all” things © unto 
himſelf, *ahid "that this Mort! jball pat 
on Immortality.” For tho! 'we believe, 
hat Chrift'Feſus' hath lighted every 


ay come*to know himſelf loſt and 
undone, as" before is' ſaid; yet there- 
re is not'every - Man faved, tho? the 
race that "appears to. all Men. is 
ficient 'in' "its ſelf ; but ſome have 
e Grace of God beſtowed on them 


heir Knowledge, tho? ſomething with- 
n them ſhews them whas is good ; 
B 2 but 


F 


Man with his Light, whereby Man 


ln vain, of liking fo retain God in 
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bat they vejegt the. Cannſel of -God with: 
#n,.'0r agatuſt. themſelves, ' $0. thejr. ony 
Deſtruction, Luke 7. 13... (ee the 
Margent) And.yet it doth: not. fol 
low that the Grace is inſufficient of 
it-ſelf, no more. than it follows that 
Chriſt's Death» 1s inſufficient, becauſe 
he Taſted Death for every Man, and yet 
every Man is not ſaved. Neither doth 
Regeneration, or ,the believing in the 
Light of Chriſt wichis, make voil 
the. Death and Safferings of Chriſt 
without at Jeruſalem, no. more than 
believing the. Scripture - Teſtimony 
without, concerning Chriſt's Deeth, 
makes voi the work of Regenerati 
on and Mortification within; - but as 
the Apoſtle: ſaith in another. caſe, fo 
ſay I in this, For as the, Man. is nd 
without the Woman, neither is the Womu 
without the Man in the Lord; even id 
is not the Death and Sufferings « 
Chriſt without at Jer«ſalem, to bt 
made void and of none effect by an 
thing within, neither doth the Ly 
within make that of none effeQ with 
out, but both in the Lord anſwers bs . 
will; for tho? there is, and may bl. 


( 21 | 
ly; knowledge and ' belief of what 
"I Chriſt did and ſuffered without rhe 
5 Gates, in his own Body upon the Tree, 
of 2nd yet Sin alive' in the Heart, and 
OY the work of Regeneration not known ; 
c | yet it cannot beſo where the Light 
} nithin is believed on, and obeyed, 
+ ſo as to have its: perfect work in-the 
- Heart,, to Regenerate and make all 
TY things New, and'to be: of God ; 'this 
: | Man can never make void what Chriſt 
9 hath done and ſuffered without : And 
"any yet this New Birth, or Chriſt form- 
WY within, and dwelling in the Heart 
by Faith, doth not limit or confine 
Chriſt to be only within, and ' not 
without alſo, but both within and 
without, according 'to the good plea- 
ſure of the Father to reveal and make 
him known; for, He fills all things, 
and the Heaven of FHleavens canaot ton- 
tain Him, and yet is he at 'God's 
bp right Hand, far above all Heavens, in 
| | a Glorious Body, -''/ £ 
FM And wealfo believe the Reſwrredior 
Wi the Juſt 4nd Unjuſt, the one to Sal- 
Mo 4102, and the other to' Condemnation, 
F--ording nuto the Jadgment of the 
| B* 3 


ft 


Great 
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Great Day; and then ſhall every Seed 
have its own: Body, according; to x Cor, 
- 15.36,39,38. which weverilybelieve: 
For if the Dead: ariſe not, we are ;of el 
Men. moſt: miſereþle.... But becauſe; we 
dare inot! be ſo! foatiſbly inquiſitive, as 
to-lay; With what Bogyes Hhall they." 4- 
riſe? Therefore: do; ſome ſay; : We 
deny,;: both the;; ReſurreQtion of : the 
Body . of Chriſt; and: of all that are 
or, thall; be- Dead-;.;; But this::allo is 
falſe; : for Every Man! ſball be raiſed in 
his.-own': order; but;:Chri/t " the"! fiſt | 
Fruits, © Cor. £5.23. And: we. be- 
lieve, they ſhall be: raiſed with: the 
{ame Bodies, 1o far::as a Natural and 
Spiritural, Corruptible and Incorrup- 
tible, Terreſtial and --Celeſtial. can' be 

the fame. 03,77 73 5 
We further believe, according un- 
to the. Scriptures, . concerning Faith, 
That that Faith is only true, which 
is God's, Gift, and hath Chriſt Jeſus, 
the Power of God, for its Author and 
Obje&, and is' diſtinguiſhed: from the 
dead Faith, by itsFruits; For thoug| 
in deſcription and definition they may 
carry'a reſemblance, yet in nature are: 
rs, | a 


(23) 
as. different as;a .Living-Man is, from 
2 Dead, which: wants .not;;Form..or 
Shape, but Life:and Power. :/Se;faith 
the; Apoſtle . James, .As_the! Bady with: - 
out /a Spirit; is Dean /o is Faith withs 
out; : Works; EVEN {0, 15; ;that; Fairh. 
which Gands... in,; the. Wiſdam;-. of 
Words, .and:got:in the Power-of God : 

By the one, Man -is kept ;in -captivi- 
ty. to the : World;; ,and thei Things 
of it, but by the-other he hath. Vicks 
1 ever the World, x John.5, 4. and 
the: Ses/ and. Witneſs thereof "ig - his 


own Heart, whereby i it is perified, and 


God. ig ſeen ;. for: the* pare 4% Heart 
ſee God, Mat.” 5. 8, This Faith. dif- 
fers Men now, and their Worſhips, 
as'it did Cain and Abel; for,. by Fauk 
Abel offer 'd ap a more excellent Sacrifice 
than Cain, Heb. 12, By this;lwing 
Faith, - Abel ſaw beyond the,; $acrjfice 
uato Chaiſt, the firſt-bora. of. God, 
beyond the fr/tling of the Flack, which 
he offered, and. - Sr a God "had re- 
ſpe& unto, 4bel and ;his Offering; but 
God. rejected Cain and his Offering z 
tho? he had Faith'\'to believe. it, to be 
his Ds, yet. ſticking 1 in the Form, 
ws. and 


* Ko 
and not flying on the'wing of Faith 
unto'Chriſt the One' Offering, he mi(- 
ſed the” Mark, as all have done" ever 
ſince' that have gong in Cair's Way'of 
Worſhipping, as well -as killiog Men 
about Worſhip. But'we believe that 
Faithifo be only trueiand ſaving, that 
flies-6ver ſelf-righteouſneſs, as. well as 
filthinefs, unto the | Fountain of 'Life 
in Chriſt; which Faith hath nothing 
of Man'in it, but'is as the Breath of 
Life, -*by which the Soul lives ; ' not 
bare afſent tothe Truth of a Propoſition 
in the natural Underſtanding, but the 
Souks cleaving unto God, ous of a 
naturalneſs between Chriſt and - the . 
Soul; and fo lives rather by Relation, 
than bare Credit, or Deſperate Ad- 
venture and Hazard ; not looking at 
its ' doing to commend it, but God's 
Love'and' Bounty in Chrift the Light, 
to receive it; and yet Holineſs 1s its 
deligtit, and he can-no more live out 
of it, than the Fiſhuuponthedry Land. 
We believe, That this Faith keeps - 
the Mind pare, the. Heart clean, 
through the {prink/ing of the Heart 
 from- an” Evil” Conſcience, by 
| 2 20 
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Blood of Jeſus, which remits 'the Sin, 
and- juſtifies -the-Soul, : through the 
Vertue of this Blood received :into the 
Heartby this-living Faith, - which re- 
ceives all its: Power and Vertue from 
Chriſt, in whom it abides as its Root 
and” Object, whereby Juſtsfication is 


witneſſed from Sip, wot in Sin, Rom. 6. 


22. But now being made free frorfj Sin, 
and become Servants unto God, you have 
jour Fruits unto Holineſs, and the end 
Everlaſting Life. pen pk ens cans 4 

We believe, 'That J4fi{iration and 
Santification are diſtinguiſhed, but not 
divided : For as he that SanQtifieth 
and Juſtifieth is one, fo do theſe go 
together ; and when the Soul hath the 


greateſt ſenſe of Juſtification upon it, 
. through the Vertue of the Biood of | 


Juſus by the hving Faith; then 1s it 
moſt jn love with Holinefs,. and at 
the greateſt diftance from Sin and Evil; 
and whenever. there 1s a failing in Sa 
cHification, there is allo ſome eclipſe of 


| J4/tification in tlie Eye of the-Sox/, until 


Faith hath recovered.its Strength again, 
which it loſt by Sin's prevailing... For | 
as the fartheſt and cleareſt fight is in 

the 


(26) 
the brighteſt: Day, i:ſo is-it 'with- the 
Soul, when it .is moft'in-the: Bright. 
neſs and: Beauty of Holineſs, its: Ju- 
ftification' appears moſt; Glorious, :ant 
and its: Union and -Gothmunion "moſt 
ſweet and laſting ;': and fo, hke. two 
Twins; as they are-;much of an Age, 
ſo they are like one.to the other ; and 
what God hath joyned' together, -let no 
Man put afſunder,” oa i 

We: alſo : by this _— believe, 
That Acceptance with'the: Father is 
only in' Chrift; and iby- ZÞs Righte- 
ouſneſs' made -Owrs," or:1mputed unto 
Us; not by: the Creaturely Skill, but 
by the:Applicatory Aﬀ- of :God's Gitt 
of Grace,'' whereby the Soul . feels the 
difterence between» felF-applying by its 
own Faith, 'and God-applying by his 
Spirit, -and. ſo making Chriſt unto the 
Soul, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanitifice 
#ron and Redemption: Sothat we believe, 
_ and are ſure; that there is a great dit- 
| ference beeween Impuration, as it is 
the At of: Man's Spirit; and as 'it is 
the A@bfi Free Grace, 'without Man's 
forcing;''-And' ſo we diftinguſh be- 
tween Imagination': and Imputation, 
SH. between 


% &. 
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between Reckoning ior Iniputing that 
is Real, and Reckoning or:Imputation 
that is not: Real, but/a: Fiction-and 
Imagination in the: Creaturely Will 
and Power: And becauſe we: areia» 
gainft the letter, we are. clamoured 
upon, as if we denied the Imputation 
of Chrift's Righteouſneſs,:when':iv is 
only unto; thoſe that,: are-;not "made 
Righteous -by-it, #9 walk as he alſo. 
walked: For, as the Scripture ſaith, Tt 
1s not-he that ſaith he 1s" Righteous 


by the:-Imputation of Chriſt's Righte- 


ouſneſs, but He that doth Righteoaf- 
neſs, is Righteoas, as Chriſt is Reine: 
ous, I John 3. 7. he that believes": &- 
therwiſe 1s + navy "And yet: it-15 
not Acts. of Rightcouſneſs; 2s done'by 
us, nor as inherent in us, as Ats, b 
which we are accepted of God, and 
juſtified before him ; but: by Chriſt; 
the Author and Worker of thoſe Ats 
in us and for-us, whereby:-we know 
that we are in'Him, and he in -Ug, 
and we hold: him as our Head ; ifito! 
whom all clings are gathered together” 
In a &vcn in Him. 
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::, We further believe, That God is on- 
iy to be worſhipped, and not any 
Likeneſs that Man makes unto himſelf 
of God, from -any view, fight or 
knowledge that he hath had: of him, 
but in every. Act and Service, Man is 
to.know what Subſtantially, as well as 
whom Speculatively or ' Notionally, 
he worſhippeth,: as 1t is written, Joh» 
4. 22. Te Worſpip ye know not what : 
We know what we Worſhip ; for Salua- 
tion is of the: Jews. And he that thus 
worſhips the Father, honours the Son 
by the ſame Spirit, which is one with 
the Father and' the Son; in which 
Spirit only God is worſhipped, accor- 
ding to the form of its own chooſing, 
and maniteſting of it ſelf in and by, 
according unto the good Pleaſure of 
the Father, who is a Spirit, and limits 
| Man unto the Spirit's Form, but al- 
lows not Man to limit the Spirit un- 
to-his Form, though it be: not of his 
ipventing,.Originally, but of the Pa- 
ther ;. yet Man muſt no more limit 
God: unto it, than he could command 
God to appear in it at firſt: For as he 


cliofe it himſelf, ſo hath he reſerved 
liberty 


(29) 
liberty ' to leave it at | his pleaſure, 
Who works all things after the Codxſel 
of his .own Will, which. be: hath parpoſea 
in himſelf, that the Gift of. the Know-. 
ledg of the Myſtery. of his Will might 
for ever be acknowledged to be of his 
Grace, and from. the. Riches of : the 
Glory thereof, according! to Ephef.: x, 
and Man be: bound; but God: free; 
Man: bound to wait in: the Light for 
God's  Movings ; + but -God tree” fo 
move in: whom, to what; and when 
he pleaſeth : Then Man 1s to go; when 
he ſaith Go; and come, when he - 
ſaith Come; and ſuch Servants do ſerve - 
him; and then there is no more Curſe, 
as in:the Days of Wil-Worſbip ' and | 
Voluntary Humility, ' but' the "Thtone of 
God, and of the Lamb, Col. 2. 18, 27. 
Rev. '22. 3, 4- and #hey ſball fee bis 
Face, ana his Name: ſball, be on their 
Forebeads. C3 0m D J 
We. believe alfo, That this Wor- 
ſhip is Spiritaal (and not Carnal) in 
all its Parts and Ordinances, and not 
to be impoſed by any outward Force, 
but performed by the inward Lead- 
ings of God's Spirit, according as the 
B holy 
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holy: Men. 6f God were led'and gui- 
ded.in' the days paſt, whogave forth 
the., Scriptures 3 -all impolitions of 
Worſhip outward being only. enjoyn- 
ed-: nent the \Firſt . Covenant; that 
made nothing ;perfect, anti! the time 
of : Reformation, \poken- of' Heb..'9. 10, 
But Chriſt: bewwg/:.come, | there: is ho 
end as well: of 7 {ouch Impoſirions, 

of: the Meats and::D#inks, 2nd vive 
Bapriſms, and rarnal. Ordinantes, they 
being all but Temporary, and in or- 


_  det.unto an:iend\{ : but altl:to: vail to 


Chrift, the: Sum and Subſtanee of all, 
[ the Firſt] -painted at by all; and 
[the Laſt ]; ing -of all,: the:  {men, 
'And the :thar thus: Worſhips God 1n 
Chriſt, "his: Oxdinances are Spiritual, 
not Carnal, and «ns. Paith.carrieshim 
beyond his Wotks, with Righteous 
Abe!, and prelerves him, that he is 
not drowned in the Form, like Cazz; 
neither falls he ſhort of the: Glory of 
God, nor of his Aflurance of Accep- 
rance. with him.” 

We believe thary 15 one Baptiſm 
neceſſary unto Salvation, Eph. 4. 5. 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. as 

this 


ns £ 2. SA 


_ this iBaptiſm /is-- Spiritual, ! of which 


(3x) 


Foby's Water +; Was' - but:;, a. Figure, 
Fohbn( '1.. 31.1 bat he ſhoald-be , made 
manifeſt to.:Jſnael; i therefore, am I, come 
Baptizing with Water, faith Jobz : And 
I Pet; Js 213+:ii he: like Figare, where 
to, even Baptiſm, doth alſo now ſave nus 
( ndt:the putting away of. the:-filth of the 
Fleſb, but the Anſwer of 4 gooa:Conſcience 
towards God.) iby:ithe Refarreftion of 
Jeſus: Chriſt, This: one; Spiritual Bap- 
tiſm. into the:;Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
is that which:-faves; the Water be- 
ing. but a Figure, -- that. Chriſt mighc 


| be: manifeſt: to- Jjr aet, who had: divers 


Baptiſms inpoſedon them, ,uatil the 
time-of Reformation.; but Chriſt the 
Subſtance being, come, the Shadows flee 
away.” And' yet where-ever any be- 


| lievesthey are commanded now:by the 


ſame Spirit that commanded; the; Be. 
lievers. to be: Baptized. in the days 
pait,- either }for the furtherance of 
the Goſpel,-; or! .traal of -their - Faith, 
we judge them not: but this -Obedi- 
ence' is very rare to be found; and 
we'could heartily deſire, that all would 
conlider ſeriouily, whether literal 
—_—_  - _ Sayings, 
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Sayings, obſerved only by outwart rea: 
ding, hearing by the Ear, or inward im: 
pulſes upon-the Heart :by' the Divine 
Power, are the motives unto Obedi- 
ence in this kind. Andiif 'Honeſtyiand 
Uprightneſs of Heart may be heard, 
we believe and know,” the many:dead 
Souls every where,- notwithſtanding 
their Baptiſms, will be as ſo miny 
witneſſes'againſt them, by their gro- 
veling upon the Earth, as ſo: many 
flain and killed Men by the Letter, 
while the Spirit's 'quickenings * have 
not been known in .rhe' true Baptiſm 
| into Death. For we ſind by daily 
Experiences, that moſt Men and Wo- 
man live like Pharaoh's lean Kzne, on- 
ly to eat up the Fat, 'and ro envy 
thoſe that are not fo lean-SouPd as 
themſelves. i £3'V! 
We believe alſo, That as there 1s 
one true ſaving Baptiſm, ſo is there 
one Bread or Body of Chrift, which 
ali-the Saints do feed upon ; and tho? 
they may be many, as to Perſons, yet _ 
theirBread is but One, and they all in it 
but One Bread. And this we belteve 
is the Fleſh that came 'down from 
; Heaven, 


m_—., 
- x vu FY 


= [* pterced and broken upon the T ee) 
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Heaven, Joh 6. 33. Though the 
outward Jews now,. as then, inur-= 
mur at him, becauſe he ſaid, 7 am.the 
Bread which came dowh from Heaven, 
yerſe 41, 42. But Chriſt ( verſe 45. ) 
to ſtop their Murmuriog, tells them, 
that the knowledge of this Myſtery 
was 'only teveal'd unto them whont 
God (and not Man) teacheth , and ns 
more than are-:4ught of God, can ſet 
Seal and Subſcribe unto this Truth i» 
Jas : Though we believe alſo, that 
Jelus did take outward Bread, and 
brake it, and gave it to the Diſciples, 
2s the Scripture faith ; and this was 
a Figure of his Body (that was to 


and a Shew, to ſhew forth his Dea 


Y until he came. And we believe he 


did araiſe agairi, and appear unto his 


© Diſciples: And of that belirued mere 


together, and had all things common, &c, 
And they continuing daily with One A6- 
cord in the Temple, breaking Bread from 


MW Hooſe to Houſe, did eat their Meat with 


gedneſs and fingleneſs of Heart, praiſing 
God, and having favour with all Peo- 
ple, Ats 2: 44, 455 46, 44. And we 

C belicys 
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believe that the Apoſtle, in x Cor. 11, 
20. ſaith true, where he ſaith, Whey 
ye come together therefore in one place, 
this is not to eat the Lords Sapper, 
And all that he ſpeaks in that Chap- 
ter 15 not to perpetuate that outward 
breaking of Bread, otherwiſe than 
as the Believers did, that were Filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt in ſingleneſs if 
Heart ; as before is ſaid; and yet weil 
judge not thoſe who break outward 
Bread, and drink outward Wine, be il 
ing in a belief they are command 
ed fo todo, to put them in remem-} 
brance thereby of the Body and Blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt,by the Remembrancer,the 
Spirit of Truth, which is appointed 
by the Father t0 lead into «ll Trath i 
Burt' to. do it by Imitation, or Trad 
tion only ( as moſt do'it if not allat 
this day ) we know it is not an Offer 
ing unto God in Righteouſneſs, nei 
ther: do we believe this to be the Com 
munion of the Body and Blood of Chrif/;, 
and yet, the eating of the Fleſh, and 
arinking of the Blood of Chriſt, we be 
lieve Man muſt know and witnels, 
or he hath »o Life in him, John 6 
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$2, 54, 55+ and we believe that tha- 
ny are ſtriving now in their Spirits, 
as the Jews did, verſe 52. ſaying, How 
can this Man give us his Fleſh to Eat ? 
f And not only the Fews, but many 
i” Nof his Diſciples ſaid, ' This is a hard 
11 S91ing, who can bear it? Verſe 60, 
"And at verſe 63. he tells them, Ie is 
of the Spirit that quickens, the Fleſh pro- 
wh teth nothing : The Words that I ſpeak 
bo unto: you, they are Spirit, and they are 
4 (fe: And he that hears and under- 
'" Bitands theſe Words that are Spirit and 
od (4 will not be offended at. what I 

= ſpoken of the Fleſb and Bood of 
Grit, "Ml 
| By the ſame Spirit and Grace we 
xlieve, That Prayer is an Ordinance 


l at f God, when performed by his Sp;- 
Fer , in its Words (and not thoſe which 
We, an's Wiſdom teacheth ) or without 
on ords, by fighs and grown which cans 
iſt; ot be uttered, and theſe ſo often as 


be Spirit it ſelf pleafeth: But the 
Form without the Sp:r;e, whether. it 
& by Words of other Men's Framing, 
r Words of a Man's own Spirit, ac» 
Wording to his Will, Time 2nd Man- 

a ner 
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ner; this is not the Prayer hat pre- 
vails with God, And we believe there 
is none ſo weak and infirm, but this 
Spirit proffers its help at ſome time or 
other, though Man regardeth it not; 
and the more Man's Mind is gathered 
within from all viſibles, the more he 
comes to be ſenſible of the moving 
and ftirrings- of this Spiric, in its : 
cret cries to God, anſwerable to the 
wants of that Man or Woman, un 
whom it moves and cries. * And by 
the due watching thereunto, we be 
lieve and know the Spirit of Pra 
end of Adoption, that cries unto God, 
comes to be diſcerned and diſtinguiſh 
ed from a Man's own Sprrie and Wil. 

We believe by the ſame Gift 0 
Grace, that there are /evera! Mizniſtr 
- Fions, and ſeveral Operations, according 
to 1 Cor. 12. and all by the ſame Sji 
7it, as before the Law, and after thi 
Law by Moſes, and after by Joh t 
Baptiſt, and Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and in all theſe the Miniſtration had 
acceptance with God through the ma 
agement of the Spirit, and its rejeCtit 
and diſlike of God for the want thereof; 


(37 ). 
And by this Spirit were the Scriptures 
aiven forth, and Holy Men of God 
did Speak, Propheſie, Preach and 
Pray as; they were moved; and for 
want of it, «he Letter did, and doth 
ou 00 And for the further appearance 
no; 20d pouring out of this Spirit, an- 

p ſwerable unto the Work and Service 
that God had for them them to do, 
they were to wait, as Chrift com- 
by manded his Diſciples to do at Jera/a- 

lem, to receive the Promiſe of the Fa- 
rl {er For, by this Spirit, he that 
k ſpeaks, /pears as the Oracle of God. 
And therefore, as it was the Practice Y 
of the People of God in old time, to 
wait for the moving and ſtirringof this 
Spirit, that they might ſpeak as zt 
gave them utterance, 1n the evidence and > 23 
'N 4:--0»ſtration thereof ; ſo do this Peoe==——" 
ple ( called Quakers ) now; and ac © 
cording to its moving 1n their Hearts, 
} they miniſter, according to the ſigni- 
F fication of the Spirit, whereby they 
underſtand both what and when to 

fl ipcak, and whea to be ſilent; as alſo, 
ell bo they are that miniſter and ſpeak 
rf 12 their own Wills,. above the Croſs of 


(38) 

Chriſt, which the Apoſtle was careful 
always to be in ſubgeQion to, leſt he 
ſhould make it void, by ſpeaking the 
Words which Man's Wiſdom: teach- 
eth; and therefore as the Saints did, 
ſo we do believe, and therefore we ſpeak: ll 
And fuch Preaching and Speaking in | 
Faith, as well as Praying in Faith, is 
acceptable unto God, as Fs Worſhip, 
and not otherwiſe. 

And we further believe by the ſame 
Spirit, that the Sum of all Religion, 
according to Truth, and the ſignif: 
cation of the Word ( Religion} is, 
Man not at Liberty in his will, but 
bound again unto God, by his having g+ 
ven to him, by the Light of Chriſt with 
in, the true (ight and knowledge of him- 
ſelf, as in himſelf, as loſt and undone 
for ever; ana from this ſight a trut 
ſenſe ta ariſe upon and remain with him; 
from whence ſpring unutterable 
Groanes and Cries unto God, under 
the weight of the burden and wretch:- 
edneſs, by reaſon of the Body of Sin 
and Death; and then when therc 
was none to help or pity in this ſtate, 
then his Mercy ſhewed ia _ the 

x rm 


- p) . 


( 39) 
Arm of God, which is revealed as an 
help, neither ſeen, nor known, where, 
how, or when to come at it, or 
meet with it : And this begets in the - 
Heart of that Man or Woman, in, 
and unto whom it 1s thus reyealed, 


Thanks and Praiſes unto God, for this 


Gift and Revelation of his Son, 1n this 
needful Time, whom the Soul {ſees to 
be the Gift of Eternal Lowe. : 
And we believe and know, upon 
this Love and Paithfulneſs of God, is 
founded, built and eſtabliſhed, rhe E- 
verlaſting Covenant ( whereby not on- 


ly all Men may be ſaved for its, ability, 


but ſome ſhall be ſaved becauſe of its 


prevalency) which is not like to the Cove- 


nant which he made with our Fathers. 
And altho' 41 Mankind is not ſaved, 
yet it is not becauſe either of Inſuffi- 
ciency in this Covenant, or becauſe of 
the Weakneſs of the Grace that ap- 
pears in. and unto all Men; but be- 
cauſe of Man's mill, loving Death, and 
chooſing his own Deluſions, whereby his 
Deſtrattion is of himſelf, and God clear 
of his Blood, in the free tender of his 
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him. For we know aſſuredly, .accor- 
ding to the Scriptures of Truth, and 
Experience of all Souls thar ever were 
truly converted to God, that though 
by Grace Man is ſaved, not of himſelf, 
but by the free Gif 3 yet as the old 
World did, and thoſe rebellious Jews, 
ſpoken of, As 95. who, as did their 
Fathers, ſa did they, a/ways reſiſt the 
Holy Ghoſt; ſo do Men now. And 
et in the tender of this Grace, and 
Firiving of his Spirit, the Lord is a 
God ſo hiding himſelf in the manage 
ment of this ſtriving, and miniſtration 
of his Spirit, as if it wholly depended 
upan Man's choice and conſenting, 
that Man's will, as to him, is (as it 
were). free in rejeting or accepting, 
Life and Death bein ſet before him; 
whereby in the Willem of God the 
propenſity of his Nature, as it came 
out of the Hands of his Maker, bath 
an advantage, by this dealing of God, 
co put forth it ſelf; ſo that Man is as 
free in the choice, as he is 1n the re- 
fuſal of the tender of Mercy and Help, 
and that with an equal indifferency, as 
it appears to him in this ſtate; . not- 
withſtandiog 


(41) 
withſtanding afterwards, in the fur- 
ther growth in this Grace and Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, he ſees clearly and 
convincingly, that the Grace ( that 
wrought hiddenly from his ſight and 
knowledge, 'in the firſt working, ten-. 
der and miniſtration of God towards 
him) gained its conſent through its 
own prevalency in the Love of Gad; 
by which ſight and ſenſe, Se{f comes 


. fo be abhorred, and the free Lowe {o- 


admired, that he knows from firſt to 
laſt, all was of Grace, and that free ; 
that SeF# is not able to Challenge any 
thing as due from what it had done, 
but all of Gift; and * ban as before, 
with ſuch an equal indiffrency on Man's 
Account ; ſothat God may and will 
appear to be juſt, both in condem- 
ning and Saving, and the Juſtifier free- 
lh of all that believe in Jeſus, the Light 
of the World, | 

Therefore, let all take heed how 
they diſlike this Miniſtration of God, 
and. ſtriving of bis Spirit in their Hearts 
and Conſeences, under colour and pre- 
tence of its Inſufficiency; and there- 
tore they will not come ta him, be- 
fy _ cauſe 
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cauſe his drawings and ftrivings are 
not ſo ſtrong as they would have 
them to be, looking for ſuch an over- 
powering and irrcſiſtableneſs, as they 
are not able to withſtand and gainſay ; 
left ſuch periſh through a wilful neg- 
lect, and for want of ſtretching out 
their hand, when the Lord holds out 
his; and ſo they periſh in the ditch, 
with a vain expectation of further 
Power, or cry in their Mouths, Lord 
have Mercy upon us: And ſo with the 
Sluggard, while they cry, Tet «4 /ittle 
more ſlumber and folding of the bands 
ro fleep, their Garaen is overgrown wit 

Weeds, and their Backs cloathed with 
Rags, 4nd they Beg in Harveſt ; whilit 
others that have /own in Tears, not 
fainting, do in due time reap in Toy; 
and mot deſpiſing the Crambs that fell 
from the Table, nor the day of ſmall 
things, witnels the preſence of ther Be- 
loved, come down into his Garden, and 
walking among the Lillies, 

Let theſe things be truly confider- 
ed, pondred and weighed in the true 
Ballance of Light and Righteouſneſs, 
leaſt any Soul periſh through the falſe 

weight 


( 43) 


weight and meaſure; ſo ſhall my Soul 
rejoyce that any have eſcaped the Net 


of the Fowler, through the diſcovery 


_ of the Trae Light, and God have all 
the Glory, unto whom alone it belongs, 
and Man aſbamed, confoanaed, his Mouth 
flopped, and he laid in the Duſt for 
ever; and then ſhall my end be n- 
ſnered in writing theſe things. 


J. C. 
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Concerning Per(waltons in 


Matters of Religion. 


Here is the Natural Man, and 

the Spiritual Man, and there 
are the Perſwaſions of each in and a- 
bout Matters of Religion. There is 
the Perſwaſion of Reaſon, and the 
Perſwaſion of Fazrh. 

The Perſwaſion of Rezſor 1s that 
Belief which Man receives into his 
Mind or Heart, from the Exerciſe of 
the Reaſoning Faculty : And this Per- 
Iwaſion in Matters of Religion is but 

Man's 
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Man's Opinion or Judgment, which, 
how certain or infallible ſoever it ap- 
pear to him, yet may be ſhaken by a 
Demonſtration or Evidence of an 
higher Kind and Nature, 

— The Perſwaſion of Fazth, is that 
Belief, which the New Creature re- 
celves into the renewed Mind, from 
the Evidence and Demonſtration of 
the Spirit, which openeth and mani- 
teſteth the things of the Spirit, unto 
that Mind which is begotten and re- 
newed by it. And this Perſwaſion is 
certain and infallible, however it may 
be ſtruck at and battered, by the Rea- 
ſonings of the Wiſe, Earthly Part, 
even 1n that very Man, whoſe Heart 
is thus perſwaded, by the Light of 
the Spirit of God, concerning the 
things of God's Kingdom. 

Now the loweſt Perſwaſion of Faith 
is higher, and of a more noble Na- 
ture, than the higheſt Perſwaſion of 
Reaſon : Becauſe Faith is of an higher 
Principle, and of a deeper Nature and 
Ground, than Man's Reaſon is. But 
this ( becauſe it appears not in Man's 
Spnere, but rather out of it, and is 
contrary . 


( 45) 
contrary to the line and: reach of his 
Wiſdom) 1s accounted by him Foo!.- 
iſhneſs and Madneſs, Thus is the 
Wiſdom of God ( and: the Children 
thereof ) judged and condemned by 
Man in his day. 

And how can it be otherwiſe ? How 
can the Wiſdom of Man but judge 
that as dan, ay whoſe Beauty and 
Excellency is hid from its Eye? But 
this 1s, becauſe the Wiſdom of Man is 


out of its place, not ſubjected to the 


Wiſdom of God, but exalted above 
it ; therefore (as a Curle unto it) is it 
ſuffered to lift up its {elf in its conceit- 
edneſs againſt, and ſo to Perſecute the 
pure Wiſdom of God, and the Birth 
thereof, that it might fall, and be 
broken, and ſnared, and taken, and 
its day deſervedly come to an end, 
and be ſhut up in the Shadows and 
Chambers of Eternal Darkneſs. 
But what Ear of Man can hear 
this ! Surely none that is whole in the 
line of Man's Wiſdom, Reaſon and 
Underſtanding, but that alone which 
15 bruited, broken, and in ſome mea- 
ſure daſhed to pieces, by the _— 
| | 0 
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of a divine Life and Nature. This, 
in the leadings of that Life which 
hath broken it, and in the ſhining of 
the Light Eternal upon it, and into 
it, may be enabled to take up the 
Croſs to the Natural Part, and to 
_ die 'that Death with Chriſt, which 
preſerves from the Second Death, with 
the Miſery thereof. 

Happy is he, who knows and hear. 
keys to the Perſwaſions of God's Spi- 
rit, who is born of God, and taught 
to wait upon him, and worſhip him 
in Spirit, who receives his Religion 
from the Light of Fazth, into the re- 
newed Nature and Mind, and not 
from the Reaſon of Man, into Naty- 
ral Underſtanding, which is eaſily cor- 
rupted, and cannot be kept pure, but 
alone by the indwelling of the Prin- 
ciple of Eternal Life in it. 

For though ſuch may ſuffer very 
deeply in this World, from the Men of 
this World, ( as the SubjeQts and Ser- 
vants to the Principle of Life have 
done in all Ages and Generations) yet 
their Principle will bear them out, in 
which God will appear to —— 

an 
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and refreſh their Spirits, and carry 


them up above all their Sufferings, in 
the Patience, -Meekneſs, and Faith of 
the Lamb. And keeping to their 
Principle, they cannot be overcome, 
but muſt either live or die Conquerors, 
according to the Will and good: Plea- 


ſure-pf Him who ordereth and diſpo- 


ſth of Ml things well, and bringeth 


Good out of every Evil, in diſpite of 


all the Powers of Darkneſs. And he 
that overcometh ( whether by Life or 
Death) in the Lamb's Spirit, ſhall 
wear the Lamb's Crown, and ſir 
down in that perfe&t Reſt in the King- 


dom of the Father, which will give 


the Hearts of all his Children full Sa- 
tifaRtion. In which aflured Hope 
( Life ftirriog in our Boſoms, and 
quickening our Hearts with Love un- 
to our God, and Zeal for his Truth ) 
we can freely give up all that is near 
and dear unto us in this World, and 
lay down our Heads in Inward Peace, 
in the midſt of the greateſt outward 
Perſecution and Trouble. Even ſo, 
O Lord, thy Will be done concerning 
this Generation of thy People, whom thou 
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haſt bepotten ro. thy ſelf, and brought 
forth by thy Mighty Power, to Teſlifie to 
thy.Trath in this preſent Day. Diſpoſe 
| of them as it pleafeth Thee, 'and let nt 
their Faith in Thee, nor thy Faithful- 
meſs ro Them fail, but Jet Them be a 
Praiſe-to Thy Name'throaghout all Ge- 
aerations, and tendered by 'T hee as the 
Firſt-fruits of thine Appearante,' in the 
glorious Light of the Ewverlaſting Day, 
after this great, long, thick and dark 
Night of Apoſtacy from the Life and Spi 
of the Apoſtles, which hath ſo long eclipſed 
#7d covered the Brightneſs of thy Beaut) 
| from the ſighs of the Earth. . 


V; 


Ifaac Penington. 
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